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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


ere ne 


The Selectmen*would respecttully submit the following report 


of the financial affairs of the town: 

‘Total valuation, April, 1875, 

State, County, Town and School taxes assessed, 
‘School House tax Dist, No. 2, iid 


6¢é &é 44 6é 6é 2 6 


os 
No. of Dogs 38, tax 
‘Total valuation of Real Estate, April, 1875, 
és Sue et) sano an 4 Sentemberaloto, 
» LIABILITIES. 
Outstanding notes and interest, 
‘Outstanding Treasury orders, 


ASSETS. 
Outstanding taxes, 1874, 
1875, 
Cash value of Liquor belonging to town, 
ss ‘© of Land Fund received from Dublin, 
Cash balance in treasury, 


eé 66 


Excess of assets, 

Excess of assets excluding land fund, 

The town has the following sums to be applied to 
the support of*schools the ensuing year: 

Literary fund now in the treasury, 

Interest on school fund, 


We would recommend to be raised by tax the en- 
suing year the follwing sums; 

To pay State tax, 

To pay County tax, 

For the support of schools, 

To defray town charges, 

To repair highways, 


$352,094.00 
4,040.25 
221.19 


$614.16 
89.40 


, $703.56 


$23.88 
414.66 
25.00 

1, 417.39 
258.12 
$2,139.05 
$1,435.49 
18.10 


$87.00 
42.55 


$1008.00 
603.25 
900.00 
400.00 
800.00 


+ 


The following is the division of money appropri- 
ated to the repair of highways: 


District No.1. Judson A. Blodgett, surveyor, $222.05 
ss ss 62, Chas. C. Farwell, ts 71.29 
6 « 3, John S. Gilchrist, ae 36.69 
ts “© 4, David A. Owen es 40.96 
sé <5, Wm. T. Wood, Ai FF 39.99 
6 ‘«¢ 6, James I. Cotton, “ 35.27 
6 ‘¢ 7, Charles H. Nye, ss 27.98 
ss ‘¢ 8, Cornelius K. Town, 6 4f.62 
ss ‘«¢ 9, Martin M. Mason, Af 85.3 
6 ‘¢ 10, Charles A. Bemis, ¢ 60.59 
$< ‘* 11, George W. Seaver, f. 34.42 
“6 ‘¢ 12, Corbin C. Farwell, iM 30.91 
Mf ‘¢ 13, Nelson Yardly, % 47.89 
sé “¢ 14, Joel Bancroft, a 24.42 
Worked out by Darius Farwell, by order of Selectmen, 6.88 
Total, $809.63 


ORLANDO FOGG, 0 
JOEL F: MASON, Harrisville. 


REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


SAMUEL D. BEMIS, Selectmen 


DR. 
March 6, Received of Town Treasurer, $48.22 
(73 19, 66 ‘ «6 és 5.00 
April 2, re i “a y 19.82 
‘6 10, 66 66 «6 «> ; 2.00 
ee RDS ee ** County ss 118.25 
May 8, 4 ‘© Town . ae pe 17.91 
CL zie . o eCounty ato 65.85 
pao oS 4] * ab OW * 35.78 
Dec. . 25, i a a 40.65 
Feb. 26, i Re I; sy 2.00 
$350.46 

Gi. 

March 6, paid Henry D. Taylor, for support of Samuel 

Bryant and wife, $58.22 


‘* 19, paid for provisions fur Wm. H. Coy, | 5,00 


= 
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April 2, ‘* Zophar Willard for flour and meal for 


S. A, Seaver, 10,52 
© 9, * Zophar Willard for flour and meal for 
Samuel Coy, feet 


“© 10, ‘© Zophar Willard for keeping transient paupers, 2.00 
‘617, ‘** Mary Ann Yardly, for board and clothing 


Martha Cobb, 02.50 
17, ‘* Zophar Willard for removing Peter Mulgrew 

to county almshouse, 8.00 
“617, ‘ §. D. Bemis for board of Albert Robinson 

ten weeks, 21.00 


© 17, ‘* §. D. Bemis for removing Albert Robinson 
to Keene twice, 0 


7.0 
** 17, ‘* Edward Winn for rent of bouse for Samuel Coy, 5.00 
© 17, ‘ Orlando Fogg for provisions furnished the 
Decroife family, 3.49 
‘6 17, ‘* Wm. Halpin rent of house for same, 2.00 
“17, “ Levik. Priest for keeping transient paupers, 2.00 
“617, ‘* Wm. H. Jones for clothing for Albert Robinson, 6.01 
“17, © R.N. Whitney for cap for Albert Robinson, 85 
‘© 17, ‘* Orlando Fogg for provisions furnished Sam- 
uel Coy, 2.20 
“17, “ Sarah M. Hazen for board of Peter Mulgrew, 8.00 
May 8, ‘* Wm.H. Jones for goods for 8. A. Seaver, 3.00 
* 8, ** for medicine for S. A. Seaver, 2.16 
“ 8, ‘* for removing transient paupers from the State, 10.75 
Oct.28, ‘* Mary Ann Yardly for board and clothing 


Martha Cobb, | 38.85 
6 98, ‘ Orlon Whipple for removing Addie Furgerson 
and children from the State, 11.00 


© 98, « Frederick Taylor for support of Bulah Bryant, 17.06 
Noy. 2, ‘* N.H. Insane Asylum for support of Eliza 


Crane,’ 30.78 

Dec 25, ** Town Treasurer balance due, 14.15 
«¢ 30, ‘** County for support of Eliza Smitb, 40.65 
Feb. 26, ‘* Orlando Fogg tor keeping transient paupers, 1.00 
« 96, ‘ S.D. Bemis for keeping transient paupers, 1.00 

~ $350.46 


Respectfully submitted, 
SAMUEL D. BEMIS, 2 Overseers 
ORLANDO FOGG, of 
JOEL F. MASON, $5 Poor, 


This certifies that I have examined the within account of the 
Overseers of the poor and find the same to be correctly cast and 
properly vouched. The sameis allowed. 

Harrisville, Feb. 26, 1876. DAVID WILLARD, Auditor. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


RECEIPTS. 
‘To Cash on hand, March 10, 1875, 


$247.69 


Received of Francis Stratton Cemetery Agent, Mar. 15, 142.88 


«+ of Aaron Smith Agent School Fund, 


‘* Cash of Selectmen borrowed 


4c «« « Francis Stratton Cemetery lots 

* ‘* for Savings Bank tax, 
‘gal «Literary fund, 

*e ‘* of S. D. Bemis from County, 

% *« «¢ Aaron Smith, Riverside cemetery lots, 
shi ‘« <«« Aaron Smith, Agent for Literary fund 

“ «« «* George W. Mason, 

66 ee ee 4é ee 66 


42.53 
150.00 
22.00 
764.26 
87.72 
14.15 
12.00 
16.16 
4459.00 


Tax collector, 1873, 44.63 


se APR? ds $f ‘* Interest on taxes, 1873, 41.71 


a4 ‘6 ee ee ee 


‘* Dog tax for 1874 & 1875, 81.00 


+s ‘* « 8. D. Bemis collected of Amos Page for 


taxes assessed in 1870, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
FOR SCHOOLS. 


Puid Prudential Committee District No. 1, 
[a4 6% &e 6s 6s 9 
eé 66 oe 66 oe 3. 
a4 6% te oe Gs 4, 
6é 66 4 ee As 66 D5, 
“ ‘ i No. 6, Dublin, 
as 4 be ‘¢ 3, Nelson, 
oe be oe 64 5, 4 

Total, 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 
Paid interest on Milan Harris note, 
ce ‘© Darius Farwell note, 
Paid Iva Smith note and interest, 
‘¢. Lucy Sargeant, 


Total, 


STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Paid County tax, 


as State tax, 


$409.29 
233.20 
146.02 
129.94 
145.38 
43.58 
7.10 
3.83 


$1,118.54 


$45.35 

6.00 
642.56 
548.19 


$1,242.10 


$604.55 
1,008.00 


$1,612.58 


’ 
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BREAKING ROADS. 
Paid Jonas Wight, $14.20 


“John C. Barry, 6.80 
‘« Judson A. Blodgett, 1.50 
‘¢ David C. Owen, 6.30: 
‘¢ John F. Warren, 2.00 
‘« Orlando Fogg, 5.40: 
‘* Joel F. Mason, 8.96 
« ¢..C. Seaver, 9.40 
‘¢ William Lakin, 20.30 
** Benjamin Willard, 9.40 
‘* Nelson Yardly, 23.10 
‘* Darius Farwell, 5,90 
** Chauncy Barker, 17.05 
‘* James I. Cotton, 6.60 
‘* Walter B. F. Rowe, - 10.48 
** Cornelius K, Towne, 17.10 
‘¢ Edward L. Seaver, 14.80 
‘ John Ruthaford, 10.40 
‘* Wellington Seaver, 20.00 
‘* George W. Mason, 7.83 
‘¢ Gilman Kendall, . wre OT S80 
‘* Bela Morse, 22.40 
‘¢ Levi W Fiske, 18.60 

$279.72 

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES, 

Paid Hugh Clark, labor, $1 50 
John C. Barry, labor, 10 00 
Judson A. Blodgett, labor, 12 75 
John §. Gilchrist, plank, 4 35 
Orlando Fogg, labor, 28 73 
Orlando Foge, bridge, 7 00 
Wlilam T. Wood, labor, i 4.00 
Nelson Yardly, labor, eek 23 60 
G. W. Seaver, labor, - 1500 
G. W. Seaver, plank, 4 99 
Corbin C. Farwell, labor, 9 44 
Jé6el Bancroft, labor, 7 “ 7 52 
C. & H. Farwell, lumber for bridges and labor, 99 64 
Martin M. Mason, for plank for bridge, F 5 88 
George F. Tufts for sharping drills, 50 


co tee es 


$254 82 


g . 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 
Paid Sentinel] Printing Co., printing reports, 1874-5, 
Samuel D. Bemis for Stationery, 
Dr. J. H. Cutler record of deaths, 
Dr. H. H. Smith record of births, 
Jason Phelps for guide boards, 
Aaron Smith, Com. riverside cemetery, 
Samuel D. Bemis, town order book, 
Francis Stratton, refunding on cemetery lots, 


C. C. P. Harris, cemetery record book, stationery, 
postage etc., 

Gilman Kendall working non-resident tax, 

J.S. Gilchrist working non-resident tax, 

Judson A. Blodgett for putting up guide boards and 
repairing highway, 

Judson A. Blodgett working non-resident tax, 

Judson A, Blodgett assisting Selectmen, 

S. D. Bemis damage for new highway, 

Corben C. Farwell, school-house tax, Dis. No. 3, 

Sylvester Symonds, school-house tax, Dis. No, 2, 

Charles A. Bemis, gravel for riverside cemetery, 

Corben ©. Farwell, working non-resident tax, 

Francis Stratton, labor on cemeteries, 

Samuel D. Bemis, invoice book and postage, 

George W. Mason non-resident highway tax, 

George W. Mason abatemect of taxes, 

David Willard labor riverside cemetery, 

Chauncy Barker, damage of sheep, 

C. U. P. Harris, expenses of travel, &e., 

Francis Stratton, Sexton’s implements, 

William H. Jones, use of eagle hall, 

J. W. Powers, Sexton, Dublin, 


EXPENSES AND SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 
Paid William H. Jones, provisions for Wm, Coy, 
Town of Nelson support of Samuel Bryant and Wife, 
Samuel D, Bemis, removing pauper, 

S. D. Bemis, medicine S, A. Seaver, 

Wm. H. Jones, goods delivered’S. A. Seaver, 
Zophar Wild#ard, Meal etc. for S. A. Seaver, 

Zophar Willard, flour for Samuel Coy, 

Zophar Willard, keeping transient paupers, 

N. W. Hardy, expenses for Eliza Crane, 


23 00 
476 

25 

3 00 

6 00 

21 13 
6 25 

65 00 


7 07 
5 14 
6 62 


15 lo 
1 61 

1 50 
40 00 
27 13 
221.19 
4 80 

6 50 
43 00 
1 60 

9 47 
248 87 
1 20 

9 00 
475 

7 50 
40 00 
3 00 


$834 49 


$5 00 
48 22 
10 75 
2 16 
© 00 
10 53 
9 29 
2 00 
37 78 


. 
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Samuel D. Bemis, board of Eliza Smith, 40 63 
Orlando Fogg, keeping transient paupers, 100 
S. D, Bemis, keeping transient patipers, 1-00 


a $173 36 
TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Samuel D. Bemis for services Ist Selectman, $86 00 
Orlando Fogg ‘5 PAs eae e 50 25 
Joel F. Mason LO eT re 48 50 
George W. Mason for services as colloctor of taxes, 75 00 
Chas. C. P. Harris for services as town clerk, 20 00 

sf as ‘* as town treasurer, 30 00 
Chas. Newhall for services superintending school 
comunittee, ; 30 00 
David Willard for services as auditor, 2 00 
Samuel D. Bemis for services as overseer of the poor, 25-00 
Francis Stratton for services as sexton, 42.50 
A. N. Wardwell, police officer, 7 00 
M. J. Russell, police officer, § 00 
; $422 25 
RECAPITULATION. 

Total receipts, $6175 73 

Paid for schools, $1118 34 
Notes and interest, 1242 10 
County tax, 604 53 
State tax, 1008 00 
Breaking roads, nd 279 72 
Highways and bridges, 234 82 
Miscellaneous expenses, 834 49 
Support of paupers. ~~ T73 36 
Town officers, 422 25 
Cash on hand, Wits ‘ 258 12 

$6175 73 


Respectfully Submitted, 
CHAS. C. P. HARRIS, 
Town Treasurer. 


HARRISVILLE, FEBRUARY 26, 1876. 
This certifies that I have examined the above Town Treasurer’s 
Account, and find it to be correctly cast and properly vouched. 


DAVID WILLARD, 
Auditor. 
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Report of the Superintending School Committe 


OF HARRISVILLE, MARCH, 1876. 


In compliance with the Laws of the State, the Superintending 
School Committee respecttully presents to the town the following 
report of the schools for the year ending March, 1876. 


District No, 1—At the commencement of the Summer Term 
of the schools in this district, an attempt was made to have both 
the Grammer and Primary departments in the school house, the 
Primary scholars using the ante room for their exercises, the 
whole to be under the charge of a teacher and an assistant teach- 
er. The arrangement did not prove satisfactory however, and 
the Grammer school returned to its old place of instruction, the 
vestry. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL.—This school now came under the sole di- 
rection of the aasistant teacher who, though young and experienc- 
ed and shrinking from the responsibility, yet set herself to work 
with a success which both surprised and gratified us. Order soon 
reigned and was maintained toa good degree during both terms of the 
school. Good progress in most respects was made. Lack of ex- 
perience of course, operated unfavorably tu a certain degree. 
There was not that use made of the blackboard nor that 
attention given to the various and peculiar sounds of the 
letters and combination of letters which compose the words in the 
reading jessons for small scholars, which we hoped te see. Justice 
requires us to say however, that the teacher was no more defective 
in this respect than most experienced teachers. Still it is a defect 
which, as yve have now reading books that dwell particularly upon 
this point, we hope soon ta see removed. Good teachers whether 
young or old will ain) to be constantly improving in their meth- 
ods of teaching. 

The percentage of attendance increased from 82 the first term 
to 8) the second. The number neither absent nor tardy the first 
term was 13, the second term, 8. Daily singing added much to 
the interest and value of the school. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL.—Summer term. The attendance during 
this term was 2 per cent. higher than that reached by any other 
schoo] the present year and six per cent. higher than that reached 
by any, last year, more than half the scholars not being once ab- 
sent, Tbe progress made in most of the studies was fair. The 
greatest defect noticed was in the reading,—a lack of readiness 


} 
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in calling the words and of distinctness in utterance. We were 


gratified to find singing practiced in the school also. vt 


WINTER TERM.—The attendance’ during this term fell al- 
most as far below the average as that of the first term 
orse above it. The teacher abounded in knowledge, was 
success{ul in maintaining order, and endeavored to do his best - 
for the schoo]. Yet through lack of voice and ability to win a> 
portion of his scholars there was, towards the close of the school, 
a falling off in numbers, and a lack of progress in some respects 
which disappointed us. Butthe knowledge gained of the ele- 
mentary sounds of the English language, surpassed anything of 
the kind we have ever before seen in acommonschool. The first 
und second classes in Monroe’s Readets did what very few teach- 
ers can do; they spelled phonetically words containing every 
sound in our language. The different sounds of g in cet and 
gem, and the sound of each letter in these words was oive en with 
accuracy and promptness. So it was with words embracing all 
the vowel and consonant sounds and their combinations. Hence 
notwithstanding the defectiven2ss in some other respects we re- 
gard this term of school as one of very great profit. 


District No.2 This school was in charge of the same teacher 
during the three terms of the year. 


The Summer term which closed July 9th, was one of interest 
and success. The attendance was excellent, being 90 per cent. 
Twelve were not absent during the term, and only 15 tardy marks 
appear upon the Register. The progress in all branches was fair 
and in some very ood. We marked the recitations in arithmetic 
and geography, excellent. Some very good maps were drawn. 
The order seemed to be very good. 


The Fall term presented a cleaner Register than the Summer, 
as the attendance was 91 per cent.; 8 were not absent; and none 
tardy. The progress was good. In some classes the recitations 
were very. good. The classes in speiling did finely; so did the 
1st class in oeography. Some attention was given to the sounds 
of the letters. 


In the Winter term, though there was the same number of 
names enrolled, there was a faliing off in the attendance of 7 per 
cent.; and there was a still gre: iter diminution in the interest and 
value of the schoo]. Still in “the written examination at the close, 

several of the exercises were very creditable to their authors. 
This was especially true of some specimens of spelling. Two 
spelled correctiy, nineteen of the twenty words selected by the 
committee. 


District No. 5.--Summer Term. We found this sehvol in 
charge of an instructor who, much to gratification, used the black- 
board i in teaching almost all the branches of study pursued. Good 
progress was made ; The 1st class in geography manifested re- 
markable thorough ness in the portion studied by them. We 
found the school able not only to name the vowels but to give the 
different sounds of each. An effort was made with considerable 
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success to-lead the scholars to read in natural tones, instead of 
the stiff, artificial ones which are so prevalent. Some excellent 
dialogues and pieces were wellspoken. The attendance was 85 per 
cent. Three scholars were neither absent nortardy. Good order 
prevailed. 

Winter Term. The teacher of this term of schoo! was remarka- 
ble for the clearness of her explanations and for thoroughness in 
the studies pursued. A determination to do well whatever was 
undertaken, was successful. NHence at the examination we find 
our notes on the recitations in geography, grammer, history and 
trvo classes in arithmetic, each accompanied by the word ‘ excel- 
lent.” There was goo¢ order, and a respectful courtesy on the 
part of all. The percentage of attendance however was low and 
we were disappoined that so little attention was given to writing 
and the sounds of the letters. Still three members of the school 
were not absent either term; and justice requres us to say that in 
our opinion no school has made greater advancement during the 
year. Both teachers were competent, experienced, earnest and 
laborious. 

District No. 4.—Summer term. The teacher of this school 
was young and inexperienced, but as her scholars were also 
young, she was quite successful, Indeed we think it would be 
difficuit for a teacher not to be successful in a district where the 
jababitants manifest such a deep and general interest in the school. 
At one of the examinations there were three times as many visi- 
tors as scholars. Fair progress was made in all the studies. We 
were particularly pleased with the clearness of the explanations 
made by the scholars at the blackboard. We were gratified 
too, with the distinctness of utterance and accuracy of inflection 
which characterized the reading. In regularity of attendance this 
school made great improvement. There were but one-third as 
many tardy marks as during the corresponding term last year ; 
two were not absent; and the general attendance was 10 per cent 
greater. 

Winter term. There wasthe same teacher, and the same praise- 
worthy distinctness and accuracy in reading pieces in prose as 
last term. The poetry was too measured ; the spelling was supe- 
rior; we think it has not been excelled in any district in town. 
We were sorry to see a falling off in the attendance, though it was 
the same as in the corresponding term last year. The tardy 
marks, however, were not half as many, and there were no cases 
of dismissal. One pupil was not absent during either of the 
terms. 


‘District No. 5. Summerterm. The attendance during this 
term of school was 95 per cent.; the largest of any except that of 
the Grammar School in No. 1. Of its thirteen scholars, 9 were 
neither absent or tardy; there was but one tardy mark; and none 
were dismissed. There was good order, and pains were taken 
that the scholars should understand theirlessons. Good progress 
wasmade, Some good maps were drawn upon the blackboard 
by the first class in “ceography, indicating the territory which they 

2ad gone over during the term. 
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Winter term. This term was distinguished for the good order 
and respectful bearing of the scholars. The progress made in 
most of the studies was good. The recitations in arithmetic were 
especially interesting, showing that the teacher had been success- 
ful in making the knowledge gained practical. The class in 
Monroe’s 2d Reader gratified us by the fluency and accuracy of 
pronunciation and inflection with which they read. The attend- 
ance this term was 92 per cent, being higher than that reached by 
any other winter school. ‘This school, as to attendance, is the 
banner school, as it was last year, the average for the entire year 
being 5 per cent. higher than that of any other school. 


Near the close of the last of the winter schools the committee 
received from the Superintendent of Public Instruction, a request 
for specimens of scholars’ work for the Centennial Exhibition. 
We prepared several lists of ten questions each, upon studies 
pursued in our schools, and sent them to the teachers in No. 1 
and 2, together with the prescribed directions carefully indica- 
ted and underscored; directions which we had previously read 
and explained to them. 


Of the specimens furnished in District No. 1, one by Henry F. 
Stratton and one by Gracie S. Russell were forwarded to Mr, Si- 
monds. The others through some defect, or a failure in some re- 
spect to comply with directions, were not suitable to be sent. In 
District No. 2, though some good specimens were prepared, and 
it wonld seem as though some, especially those in spelling must 
have been finished within the prescribed two and one-half hours, 
yet as the teacher kept no record of the time, much to our disap- 
pointment, none could be sent. 


We received also from the same source and for the same exhi- 
bition, a request for a history of the schools and of education in 
the town. But as we lacked the knowledge and time needful to 
prepare such a paper, we requested one who by long residence in 
town and large acquaintance with its history was fitted for the 
service, Aaron Smith, Esq., to take this labor upon himself. He 
kindly consented, and so far as we can judge, has done the work 
well. 


During the year embraced in this report, our old readers have 
been displaced by a series prepared by Lewis B. Monroe, Profes- 
sor of Vocal Culture in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. | 
This series we believe to be superior to any other now in use, 
particularly for instruction in the elementary sounds of the lan- 
guage. These books have been introduced at one-half the retail 
price where old books were given in exchange, and at two-thirds 
the retail’ price when bought without exchange. Through the 
recommendation of the committee, four of the five Districts have 
purchased at the reduced price a series of these Readers for the 
use of their teachers. Another series- has been reserved in the 
hands of the committee in the expectation that the remaining 
district will also purchase. Had we space we should be glad to 
state the reasons for this course. 


Four scholars form this town have attended school in District No. 
6 Dublin; and one scholar from Dublin, four from Hancock and four 
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from Nelson have attended our schools. The number of different 
scholars in town who have attended the public schools the pres- 
ent year is 176. The number of children between 5 and 15 years 
of age reported as not attending school is 7. The following were 
not absent during either term of the year: Milton A. Silver, Fred 
A. Holbrook, Anna H. Holbrook, Alla F. Bromley, Addie V. Bar- 
ker, Annie Cashian; and the following were neither tardy nor 
absent: Frank C. Farwell, Bertie Russell, Mertie G. Hayward, 
Lilla Miller, Carrie A. Silver, Alice M. Hutchinson, Lizzie M. 
Howe, N. Winnifred Barker. Of these, Bertie Russell, Alice M. 
Hutchinson and Carrie A. Silver were not absent last year. 


Reading and spelling were attended to by all in the schools. 
There was one scholar in French and one in Physiology in district 
No. 8; and two in drawing in district No.5. Further statistics 
we report by table. From these, and from what has been said, 
it will be seen that the aggregate number of weeks of school is 
nine and one-third less than last year, and that the number of 
scholars is 23 less. But this argues no abatement of interest in 
common school education; not any lack of interest on the part of 
scholars, forthe number of children between 5 and 15 years of 
age not attending school is 17 less than last year: while the num- 
ber of scholars not absent one-half day, reckoned term by term, is 
24 greater; and the number of those not absent either term of the 
yearis 9 greater. The tardy marks have diminished 209. 


In view of the fact that the increase in the average attendance 
upon the schools has been 2 per cent., while the cases of tardiness 
have diminished nearly one-half; in view of the fact also that we 
have secured a new, a valuable, and for the first time a uniform 
series of Reading Books, resulting in some schools in a large in- 
crease in the knowledge of the elementary sounds of our lan- 
guage, and promising a like increase in others, we think the pro- 
gress of the schools the present year will compose fovorably with 
that of last year. 


We would urge, however, as in our Jast report, the importance 
of securing*competent and faithful teachers, School money, next 
to that appropriated to religious purposes, is sacred, and should 
be paid to those only who have the capacity and the disposition 
to earnit. A competent, whole-hearted working teacher is cheap 
at almost any price. To pay money to any other is next to 
throwing it away. 

Respectfully submitted. + 
CHARLES NEWHALL, 
Superintending School Cominittee. 

Harrisville, March 14, 1876. 
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